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1.-2. (Canc€ 

3. (Curre 
a call control 


2 LUC-447/Beauford 1 
CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

ded) 

itlv amended) An aobaratus. combrisind: 

component that sets a ball cateldbrV for a call to indicate that the call 


terminates at an ar 


inouricernerit server combbhfeht Sribr to connection with a called 


communication devi 
wherein udo 


se; 

i receiot of an answer messaae frbhi the announcement server 


component the cal 


control combohent drbos the ariswet messade based on the call 


cateaorv: and 

wherein the 


call terminates at the announcement server component arid the 


called communicati 


an device, wherein the call control component accents an answer 


messaae from the c 


ailed comi^unicatioh device: and 


The apparati 
message from the a 
the call based onth 

wherein the < 
the answer messag 

4. (Curre 
a call control 


10 of claim 2, wherein the call control component drops the ahsWer 
nnouncernent server component to prevent an initiation of billing for 
b answer message frbm the announcement server component; and 
:all control compdnetit initiates the billing for the call upon receipt of 
a from the called communication devic». 

ntly amended) An aDDaratus. comDrisihq: 

component th^t sets a call datetititv fbr a o^ll fo Indicate that Mie Mil 


terminates at an a 


hnouncemeht server combbftent Prior to connection with a called 


communication dev 


ice; 
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wherein upon receipt of ah answer message frofri the announcement Server 



6 component the call 



control component drops the artsWer message based on the call 



category; and 

The apparatuG of claim . 1, wherein the Call cdhtrpl cdifiponerit receives the Call 



7 
8 

9 and sends a ^ignalijng message associated with the call to the announcement server 

1 0 component to involv 3 the announcement server cofnpdnerit 6n the call ; and 

11 wherein the announcement server cdmpbherit plays an announcement for a 

12 calling communication device of the call and sends the iaihswer message to the oaiil 

13 control component, and wherein the call control qbmpbnent determines to nbt process 

14 the answer messacie from the announcement server cpmpohiBrit based oh the call 



15 category. 



5. - 6. (Canceled) 



a call control 



(Currently amended) Ah appa^ 

component that sets a call category for a call to indicate that the call 



terminates at an announcement setver compohertt prior to connection With a called 



communication device 



comportent the cal 



category: and 

wherein a 



10 customized rinaback tone componeht and 



wherein upon receipt of an ahswbr message from the annburiretirterit server 



control component drops the answef message based on the call 



( falling cbm^unic^atioh device initiates the call to the 



communication device, and wherein the announcement sfoVer component comprises a 
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wherein the call control component determines that the call meets tine or more 



12 customized rinobacK tone criteria set bv a user 6f the called communication device and 



13 sets the call category to indicate that the call terminates at the customized ringback tone 



i4 component: and 



Tho apparati c of cla i m 6, wherein the customized ringback tone component 



16 sends the answer 

17 ringback tone to tlfre 

18 communication device 

19 wherein the 

20 message to preven 

21 plays the preselected 



message to the call control component and plays a preselected 
calling communication device prior to answer by the called 
; and 

call control component determines to not process the answer 
billing for the call while the customized ringback tone comporieht 
ringback tone to the calling comrnurtication device. 



communication devise 



component the cal 



category; and 

wherein the 



associated with the 



10 component: and 



8. (Canceled) 

9. (fcurrehtlv amended! An apparatus, cofhorisinq: 

a call control component that sets a call category tor a call to indicate that the call 



terminates at an announcement server component Prior to connection with a called 



wherein upon receipt of an answer message from the announcement server 



control component drops the answer messade based oh the call 



call control component determines to not update a billing record 



call based on the answer message from the announcement server 
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The apparati s of c l aim 1 , wherein the billing recbrd comprises an automatic 



12 messaging accourii billing record associated with one or more of the calling 

13 communication device and the called OTmmunicatipn device. 



1 10 

2 control component 

3 and wherein the call 

4 wherein the 

5 announcement 

6 device; and 

7 wherein the 

8 subcomponent, and 

9 the call setup 

10 announcement 

1 1 device. 



(Currently amended) The apparatus of claim g [[1]], wherein thS call 
Comprises a control subcomponent ancl a switching subcompoherlt, 
category comprises a calling party categoty; and 
control subcomponent determines that the call terminates iait the 
component prior to conhfection v^h th^ called commuhicatioh 



server 



control subcomponent sends a oall setgp message to the switching 
wherein the control subcomponent sets the calling party category in 
message to a value that indicates thai the Call terminates at the 
server, borriponent prior to connection with the calted communication 



1 11. 

2 subcomponent 

3 incoming answer 



(Currently amended) the apparatus of clafni iO, wherein the switching 
employs the calling party category to determine whether to process 
from the announcement server componerit; and 



massages 
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4 wherein the switching subcomponent checks the cajling party category and if tile 

5 calling party categoy is set to the value that indicates that the call terminates at the 

6 announcement servor component, then the switching subcomponent determines to not 

7 alert the control subcomponent of the answer message to prevent the Control 

8 subcomponent frorri updating a billing record associated with the call based oh the 

9 answer message from the announcement server component. 



12. (Currehtly amended"! An apparatus, comprising: 

a call control component that sets a cail catedorv for a call to indicate that the bail 



terminates at an announicemeht server corhaoherit prior to connection with a called 



communication dev 



wherein uboi receipt of an answer message from the a nnouncement server 



component the cal 



category: and 

Tho apparatus 



between the 

10 wherein upon 

11 component, the ca 



Ce; 



control component drop s the answer message based on the 



of claim 1, wherein a carrier trunk supports the answer message 



announcement server component and the- call control component, and 
receipt of the answer message from' the announcement server 
I control component employs the calf category to determine to hot 
12 initiate billing for ttte call based on the answer message. 
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13. (Cancelled) 



1 
2 



14. 

setting a ca 



(Currently amended) A method. comprising th e stebs of: 

I category for a call to indicate that the call terminates at art 



3 announcement server component prior to connection with a called communication 



4 device: and 

5 preventing art initiation of billing for the call upon receipt of an answer message 



6 from the announcement server component based on the cal category: 

7 Tho method of cla i m 13 , wherein the ste|i) of setting the call category for the call 



8 to indicate that the 

9 connection with the 



call terminates at the announcement server component prior to 
called communication device comprises the steps of: 
10 querying a home location register for an indication ^jf whether the call will employ 

U the announcement ^erver component; 

12 determining from the indication that the call terminates at an announcement 

1 3 server component p rior to connection with a called communication device; and 

14 sietting the call category to a value that indicates the call terminates at the 

15 announcement server component. 



1 

1 
2 



15. (Canceled) 



16. 

setting a 



call 



■ i 



rcurr^ntly amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

category for a call to indicate that the cali terminates at art 



3 announcement server com portent Prior to connection with a called communication 

4 device: and 
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preventing ar 



6 from the announcement server comdonerit based oh the call category; 

7 wherein the kali category cohiprises a callind barb/ c ategory, and wherein the 



8 step Of settind the frail category for the ball to iridicafe tjjtat the ca ll terminates at thfe 

9 announcement servler component prior to connection with the calle d communication 



10 device comprises th b steps of: 

11 determining tpat the call terminates at the announcement server component prior 



12 to connection with the called communication device: and 

13 sending a belli setub message with the caillhd bartv cateabrv in the call setup 



14 message set to a value that alerts a switch component for the call to drob the answer 



17 the call upon recefp 

18 based on the call 

19 determining 

20 message from the 

21 being set to the valijie 



1 
2 



p. 12 



8 



initiation of billing for the call uban fefceiot of a n answer messade 



15 message from the announcement server cbriibonfeht: and 

16 The methbd - 



of c l aim 15, wherein the step of preyeiiitirijg the initiation of billing for 



of the answer message from the announcement server component 

comprise the Step of: 
not update a billing record associated with the call for the answer 
Announcement server co^ the calling party category 



category 



to 



17. (Currc ntly amended) A mothodi cbittprteing thd clops of: 

ootting a ca l l category for a call to jrldicatd that tho cal l tdrminatop at an 



3 aa hounc e moht cor *6r bdmpdhorrt prior to bbliribbtiibn With a dallod comrhunicati eft 

4 dovico; and 

5 provonting an in i tiation of billing for trtd cal l Updh j^cejpt of an aricwor mofesagei 



6 from th e anhounodrndnt cervor ro i mpbhont bas e d on tho ba ll cotogory; 
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The method of claim 14. wherein the Step of preventing the initiation of billing for 



8 the call upon receipt 

9 based on the call 
checking the 



category i 



10 



11 announcement server 



12 



dropping the 



13 the call terminates a 



l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 



^3"^ CIT TV* 

pr e venting or y 
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of the answer message from the announcement server component 

comprises the steps of: 
call category upon receipt of the answer message frbm the 
corhponent; and 

answer message if the call category is set to a value that indicates 
the announcement server component 



18. (Currently amended) A method, compr is ing th e s t e p s of ? 

sotting a ba ll category for a call to i nd i odto thdt tho cal l terminates at an 



announcem e nt s e rv e r component prior to pbhn ^ dtion vjrith a call e d communication 



initiation of billing fof tho call upbrt rodoipt of an ancwor message 
from ttie a nnouncorriient S e rver component bas e d oh the i tiqll category; 



The method <|>f claim 14." wherein the step of preventing the initiation of billirlg for 



8 the call upon receipt 

9 based on the call ca 
dropping the 



10 



13 



14 the billing for the 

1 5 communication devi ze 



of the answer message from the anribuftcement server component 



egory comprises the steps of: 

answer message from the annbun^eiihent server component to 

11 prevent an inWatiorli of billing for the call based bn th^ ahswer message from the 

12 ahnoUh«nlentserv(3r component; and 
accepting an answer message from the tilled wriimunication device to initiate 

call upon receipt of the ensweH message from the calieii 
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1 9 (Previously presented) A method, comprising the steps of: 
setting a cal category for a call to indicate tttejt the call terminates at ah 
announcement servier component prior to cxinnectibn with a called communication 
device; and 

preventing ar initiation of billing for the call updri receipt of an answer message 



wherein a 

8 communication 

9 customized ririgback tone component: 



calling c^mniunicatiph device inWa^es the call to the called 
!, wherein the announcement server component comprises a 



device 



p. 14 
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wherein the step of setting the call category for thi call to indicate that the call 

connection with the called 



11 
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determining that the call meets one or more custofnUed ringback tone criteria Set 
by a user of the called communication device; and 

setting the call category to indicate that the call tjefminatee at the customized 

ringback tone component; ■ ) 

wherein the customized ringback tone component sjertds the answer message! to 
the call control co ttipbnent and plays a preselected ijirigback tone to the calling 
communication device prior to answer by 1he calie^corn^ device; 

wherein the step of preventing the initiation of billing for the call upon receipt of 
the answer message from the announcement server exponent based on the call 
category comprises the step of: 



determining 



while the customized 



16 the calling communication device 



o not process the answer message to prevent billing for the call 

ringback tone to 
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20. (Currently amended) An article, comprising: 
one or more 
means in the 
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one or more media for setting a call Category for a call to indicate 



.i 



that the call termina es at an announcement server component prior to connection with 
a called communication device; and 

one or more media for preventing ah |ihitiatioh of billing for the call 
upon receipt of an answer message from the announcement server component based 

8 oh the call category; C I 

9 wherein a og.ll control component dotorrhinpo to j not update a billing rooord 
10 assoc i at e d with tho 'cal l bas e d on tho answer mbssage frbm tho announcement server 



wherein the n 


leans in the one or mbre media for br^veritina the initiation of biHind 


for the cail uoori 


ecelot of the answer rtiessdde fror 


i the announcement server 


component based o 
means in the 


i the call cateaorv dbrhDrisfcs: 
one or iii6re media for chefckind the 


call cateaorv upon receipt of 


the answer message 


; from the announcement server comb 


ih^nt: and 


means in the 


i one br more media for drot^ina the 


j answer messade if the call 


cateaorv is set to a 


Value* that indicates the call terminate* 


> at the announcement server 



15 



17 



19 component . 
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